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Some might argue that an index for a novel would give away details too early, when a reader looks something up, only to see that the item in question does indeed appear later in the story. This glossary-index has been specifically designed to clear up new nouns in the new universe without interfering with surprise and suspense. Wherever possible, entries will point to only the first reference or the most descriptive passages, unless that particular character or element is not closely related to the plot (in which case, the entry lists any or all instances). Inventions or features not essential to the plot are referenced by page number. All said, please use at your own risk. 

!

46er (newspaper size), pp. 43-44

A

atomic rearrangement, see footnotes on p. 34 and 54. See also 41-43, 51, 58, 97, 172, 185-188. 

Atlas, a glass-encased undercity in the Atlantic Ocean. Please see footnote on 19-20 for description of Atlas zoning laws, and 99-101 for description of urban geography.

B

bartenders, see explanation on p. 40 about why bartenders are not extinct.

basements; see pp. 28, 35-36, 54. See footnote on p. 53 for explanation of basement layout 

biosuits, full-body lab suits; see 24, 94

bees, beekeeping, and bee exhibits, see 22-24, 64, 99, 194

Behrens, Kay; minor character, investigative reporter at Age of Absurdity. Fictional news stories by the character appear on pp. 23, 77, 169.

Bendy-Bot, a action figure made by flatware company Spoon!oza. Also a popular film. See pp. 95, 192. and a movie review on p. 151.

Binman and the Flaw, an indie band that evolved from being a folk band to a nanoband. Description and band history appear in footnote on p. 32. 

Boofo, Nattie's plush toad, p. 124, 125, 191, 196. 

book diseases, pp. 108-109

"Book Consumption Strategies," a passage in Donaldson West's new work of nonfiction, called Observations and Research on the Modern Age; see p. 232.

brain-enhancing drugs, pp. 56, 99.

Branshire, Robert L.; side character who makes one appearance in a crime story on pp. 116-117.

broadsheet newspapers, broadsheet reader discrimination, see newspapers.

brusknot; a device used to re-fizz your soda, p. 50.

C

Cardell, Betty-Yvonne; side character who makes one appearance in a news story on p. 169.

Carl Bernstein Academy, Nattie's elementary school; first appears in chapter π and further described in chapter 4. 

character theft, p. 120

Chef Machine, a domestic food machine that cooks meals from scratch. See pp. 106, 125, 150.

City Hall, pp. 56, 88, 114-115

carbon redemption, carbon management programs, see atomic rearrangement

Commons, Deletria; side character and NN!C spokeswoman who makes one appearance on p. 170, in the attribution of a quote. 

creative persons are atomically rearranged. See atomic rearrangement. 

culture convention full revised program is on p. 64. 

D

Dandelion Wine; minor character, a musician and dancer in a cabaret show. pp. 155-157

Doggleson, Donaldson West's mixed-breed dog, first appears on p. 60.

Doodlefrog, Erasmus (Raz), a medium-sized frog in a medium-sized coat, living with Ptomas Pterodactyl, Nattie Philodendron, and Spoor. Erasmus first appears on p. 18.

dust-eating fungus: a live fungus used to reduce household allergens. p. 14

E

eggs, military grade: superstrong eggs with a very specific cracking procedure. p. 60

editors, also see Republicans, p. 58

experimental residency (resident researchers, research prisoners), pp. 110-111.

F

Fabienne, Charlie L; side character and NN!C news director, mentioned on p. 169 in the attribution of a quote.

Fantastinade; a green, lime-flavored drink. See pp. 26, 39, 40, 235.

Flak Jacket cocktail recipe, p. 38

Franklin, Benjamin; Nattie's imaginary friend first mentioned on p. 31. 

G

Gearing, Joseph D; minor character, former professor of hate studies at Varela University. pp. 158-159, 166-168, 220.

giraffes, pp. 55, 217, and footnote on p. 55

glass technology, pp. 11, 21, footnote on p. 20

Glatfly, Phoebus Apollo (giant jellyfish); Zen English teacher at Carl Bernstein Academy and superintendent of public schools. First appears on p. 15 (chapter π).

glockenspiel, an instrument that sounds like a cake. pp. 111, 135, 149, 182, 184, 189, 228.

gravityplate, a device causing food to hover as a mid-air food cluster. p. 68

Grummons, Dave; minor character, glass developer for Age of Absurdity, first appears on p. 57

H

herdball, a naturally-occurring phenomenon among young children asked to play football [soccer]. Players form a herd and chase after the ball without considering any positions or strategies. pp. 64, 67, 168

hoverchess. a new, three-dimensional chess board configuration. p. 151.

I

indie bands


Binman and the Flaw, band description appears in footnote on p. 32


Binmanners, followers of the band Binman and the Flaw


soba noodles, a cult-favorite food of the Binmanners. pp. 33, 227. 


SpynSpeck, post-postmodern deconstructionist electronica duo. Band description appears in a footnote on p. 65. 

Ingram, Steven J.; side character who makes one appearance in a news story on p. 169.

ink mites, a parasite commonly found in books, described on p. 108.

J

Jones, Billy (Captain); side character, Captain Billy Jones and the Whale is a children's book in Nattie Philodendron's personal collection. See p. 82.

K

Kavanaugh, Pat; bartender at Standard Deviation, first appears on p. 35. 

King of Spain; side character, described in footnotes on pp. 19 and 42.

kiosk use, see Sammy - kiosks

L

Lace, Fey; a famous fashion designer mentioned on p. 13. 

Ligature, Jimmy; an NN!C employee from the 33rd floor, who meets an untimely demise on p. 84. 

M

mail is sold door-to-door; first explained on pp. 48-49.

Mary Janes; also listed as Penelope Rose "Mary Janes" Redwest, partner of Donaldson West and mother of Natalie Philodendron. First appears on p. 132.

mathematics. An explanation of the Math Wars, traditional/fuzzy math, and solution-agnostic math appears on pp. 128, with relevant passage on pp. 129-130.  

McGee, Lady Anaïs; Nattie's next door neighbor and supporter of the underground. First appears on p.  28.

mice: An explanation of mice evolution appears on p. 89. 

migration tunnels, tunnels connecting one undercity with another. p. 87.

Mopawei; pronounced mop-away, a mop storage device that eliminates the hassle of having to dry the mop first, see p. 41. 

N

nanobanana, a new banana format rendered in a small cube shape. See footnote on p.41.

Nattie (Natalie Philodendron) first appears in on p. 15.

Neil Diamond impersonators mentioned briefly on p. 15.

New Language Model, a new Zen English curriculum, demonstrated on pp. 79-80.

News Now! Corporation (NN!C), a media conglomerate, first appears on p. 19.

newspapers


46er (newspaper size), pp. 43-44


Age of Absurdity, an underground newspaper. AoA stories appear on pp. 23, 77, 102, 169. 


Atlas Shrug, a newspaper that consists of mostly statistics, appears on p. 44.


broadsheet reader discrimination, see pp. 44, 51, 76, 94, 136, 236.


Interesting Times, a semi-mainstream broadsheet newspaper briefly mentioned on p. 37 in which they spotlighted the word "yo", and on p. 51 in which Ptomas is said to hoard back issues. 


Studies in Fiction, a broadsheet newspaper filled with fictional or word-related content, see pp. 154-158.


subscription lobbyist, a newspaper occupation. pp. 78, 152


Ultimate Enquirer, a tabloid, p. 54.

news quiz, briefly featured on p 22. 

O

Oaksley, Sharon; extremely minor character and Atlas' director of urban development, mentioned on p. 87 in the attribution of a quote.

Observations and Research on the Modern Age, a work of nonfiction by Donaldson West. See excerpts on pp. 74-75, 128, 232.

official languages of Atlas are English, Spanglish, and Turtle. 

Ofloxacin, Jack; minor character, investigative reporter at Age of Absurdity. Fictional news stories by the character appear on pp. 102, 169.

P

Pan, an undersea city briefly mentioned on p. 87.

parietophone, a type of speaker, mentioned on pp. 228-229, 233. 

Parliament briefly mentioned on pp. 53, 75, 170. 

Penelope Rose Red, see Mary Janes. 

pest control industry described in detail on pp. 23-24.

Peters, Graind; side character, a news anchor briefly mentioned in dialogue on pp. 39, 102; spotlighted in footnotes on pp. 40 and 102 and lyrics on p. 265.

pharmacist machine, mentioned on p. 22.

Pilot, Von; minor character and owner of laundromat on p. 231.

Philodendron, Natalie, first appears on p. 15.

pollination industry, pp. 99-101

post-modern deconstructed burrito; A burrito format in which the ingredients are served on a plate, and with a spoon, with the tortillas set aside, p. 106.

Pterodactyl, Ptomas; lives with Natalie Philodendron, Erasmus Doodlefrog, and Spoor in a house in Brooklyn. First described on p. 17.

Q

quality broker, occupation of Ptomas Pterodactyl and Erasmus Doodlefrog. Involves quality control, inspections, and style consultations, as shown on pp. 18, 21-23.

R

Republicans, also see editors, p. 58

research prisoners, see experimental residency

"Restroom-Finding Strategies", a passage in Donaldson West's new work of nonfiction, called Observations and Research on the Modern Age; see pp. 74-75.

revisionists, a revolutionary movement. See pp. 158-159, 166-167.

Richard the komodo dragon, intern at design firm Schooner & Maubury, first appears on p. 121 and is later spotlighted in a poem and passage on p. 178-180. 

S

Sammy, a friend of Peter Scharber, first mentioned on p. 12.

Scharber, Peter; architect and designer at Schooner & Maubury, and roommate of Donaldson West. Peter first appears on p. 10.

Schneider, Herbert; NN!C senior production manager who first appears on p. 25. 

Schooner & Maubury; design firm and employer of Peter Scharber and Donaldson West. First mentioned on p. 17. 

Scrabble; pp. 48, 96.

Scrandlehoff, Frances; side character who makes one appearance in a crime story on pp. 116-117.

shrinking algorithms explained in a footnote on p. 39.

Signet, Tey; ; side character, supervisor of Donaldson West and Peter Scharber at design firm Schooner & Maubury, mentioned throughout the text but makes an appearance on p. 138. 

Sjomske, Gnome; a Jewish investigative reporter who is not a giraffe. First appears on p. 29.

soba noodles, the preferred food of the Binmanner movement, briefly mentioned on pp. 33, 35, 42, 227, 236. Also, a sobasucker is an eating utensil allowing users to slurp up soba noodles as if through a drinking straw.

solution-agnostic math, see mathematics.

soup deprivation. Vaguely mentioned without elaboration as a torture technique. pp. 84, 167, 239. 

Spandrel, Andrew; extremely minor character. An employee of NN!C, casually mentioned on p. 84. 

Spiggle, Alistair; minor character, Nattie's solution-agnostic math teacher whom the students address as 'your honor', briefly mentioned in other passages but makes one memorable appearance on pp. 29-30.

Spoon!oza, a flatware company briefly mentioned on p. 19, but also on p. 151 in connection to one of its products, an action figure called Bendy-Bot. 

Spoor, a shapeshifter living in Ptomas Pterodactyl's house. A descriptive passage appears on p. 52.

Spranglock, Marshall; a bully in Nattie's class, first mentioned on p. 45. Marshall's parents are Tricia and Langley Spranglock, fee advocates contracting with Donaldson's employer Schooner & Maubury. 

SpynSpeck: a post-postmodern deconstructionist electronica duo and publicly traded company. See footnote on p. 65.

Standard Deviation, a bar and grille in Atlas' 54th district. See pp. 35-38, 40-41, 67, 140, 252.

Steelglas, a reinforced glasslike material stronger than steel. first mentioned on p. 11. 

Strand, Pinot; underground photographer for Age of Absurdity. First appears on p. 56.

street sweeping is explained in a footnote on p. 31. 

Strudel Woman, a side character who appears in public on pp. 237-238

Studies in Fiction, see newspapers

subscription lobbyist, see newspapers

Super!Map, a navigation device briefly mentioned on pp. 19, 31. 

T

telegraphs and telephones: telephone ban explained on p. 42.

titanium teeth, briefly mentioned on pp. 29, 38, 44, 81, 87, 122, etc. 

trund system, identified in chapter φ, which occurs slightly before 2. 

U

Umbrella Conquest; a band from the '80s (The 2480s, that is) briefly mentioned on p. 249.

undercity (e.g. Atlas and Pan): a city built in a clear undersea globe attached to artificial suns. 

Upbridge, Nancy-Ann; side character who makes one appearance in a crime story on pp. 116-117.

V

Varela University and its College of Social Development; descriptive passages occur on pp. 70, 102, 120, 145.

verbivore, see footnote on p. 55. 

vintage home relocation explained in a footnote on p. 27. 

W

West, Donaldson; architect and designer at Schooner & Maubury, first appears on pp. 13-14. 

Weirr, Barry; extremely minor character, Atlas maintenance director for pest control, mentioned on pp. 23-24 in attributions of quotes. 

Whitehall, Ophelius; new mailman, first appears on p. 59. 

Willows, Dr. Lord; researcher at News Now! Corporation. First appears on p. 91.

X-Y-Z

Yanni, a 21st-century musician, briefly mentioned in a footnote on p. 32. 

Zarrow, Shann; Varela University president and publisher of Atlas Shrug. First appears on p. 69.

Zen English

zip codes, examples of; see p 48. 

ZosterVox, a goo-based audio speaker. p. 229

